
 
 
 

   

 

Changes in Energy Efficiency 
Legislation 2018 

What is Lot 20? 
As of January 2018, all space heaters manufactured for sale within the EU (regardless of Brexit) must 

comply with a minimum efficiency standard under Lot 20 of the Energy Efficiency Directive. The new 

legislation from the EU (2015/1188) otherwise known as Lot 20, states that all space heaters which 

use electricity, gas or liquid fuels must act in accordance with with minimum energy efficiency 

standards. This includes electric radiators, electric underfloor heating and electric and gas fires. A 

second regulation (2015/1185) sets out the same requirement for space heaters which use solid 

fuels, such as stoves and fireplaces, from 1st January 2022. To register your interest and to find out 

more about the upcoming, click here.  

Who is responsible? 
The responsibility lies solely with the manufacturer, many of which are working towards having their 

entire product range compliant before the New Year. Nevertheless, it is recommended to check with 

manufacturers that their products are compliant.  At the heart of the Lot 20 regulation is to ensure 

that all manufacturers bring their controls up-to-date to make sure their heaters perform more 

efficiently. Herschel has specifically developed their own ‘iQ system’, which allows each individual 

heater to be controlled via one central control unit. The user friendly unit allows heaters to be 

switched on or off via a wireless receiver, anticipates the required start up time of heaters, monitors 

temperature and incorporates window detection.   

What are the opportunities?  
Lot 20’s eco-design requirements state that the functionality and affordability of local space heaters 

from the end-user’s perspective should not be negatively affected.  Therefore, an opportunity arises 

to draw previous and new customers’ attention to the new legislation and upsell the most recent in 

economical and efficient technology to heat their homes.  

The world’s largest electrical heating business, Glen Dimplex Heating & Ventilation believe the 

regulation is set to improve the efficiency and performance of electric fires for social housing 

properties. Therefore, a market opportunity is set to arise in Greater Manchester for the provision 

and installation of innovation, cost-effect and compliant heating solutions. 

Further opportunities will evolve through the innovations of the Internet of Things and smart 

technologies. Increasingly intelligent and adaptive controls of technology within our homes will drive 

our ability to control our energy use, boost efficiency and lower overheads.   

Other future legislation changes  
Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) were set during the 2015 Energy Efficiency 

Regulations, and the Standards come into force on 1st April 2018. It will be unlawful to grant new 
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leases, to new or existing tenants, for properties in England and Wales that do not meet the MEES. It 

will be the landlord’s responsibility to ensure the EPC demonstrates the property meeting a 

minimum rating of ‘E’ and it is believed infrared heating panels will act as a key driver to meet this 

target. There will be financial implications for not upgrading properties, rent reviews and valuations 

for secured lending may be affected and difficulties in marketing the properties. 

 


